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A Message from the Controller  
To The Residents of Cambria County: 
Once again, we are pleased to report to the Citizens of Cambria County the financial 
status of your County Government. This is the 12th year we are reporting to you in 
an easy to read and understand overview of the County financials. 
 
Cambria County, while facing challenges in different areas for 2019, continues to position itself well 
both in structure of Government services, and financial wellbeing. Our December 31, 2019 results 
show our unreserved fund balance increasing to $2,966,889 from $2,252,223 in 2018. The 
Commissionersô, in their on going effort to improve public safety, have initiated the total upgrade of 
the Emergency 911 system. This upgrade and rebuild will be funded through a Bond issue taken out by 
the Commissionerôs in early 2020 and will require NO tax increase to the taxpayers while providing a 
superior and up to date communication system.  
 
The Controllerôs Office continues to provide the most transparent and open information system for the 
public, not only with this booklet, but also the OpenGov system on the County website that we started 
two years ago. In addition, you, by this time, will have already had the opportunity to use the new 
Election system and machines that the County implemented in 2019. This was also put into operation 
using County reserves without a tax increase while we wait for promised funding for most of the 
equipment. All the Elected Officials and employees are dedicated to making our services that we 
deliver to you as efficient and convenient as can be at the lowest possible cost to you. 
 
Again, I would like to thank my staff, Kristine Segear, Deputy Controller/Senior Accounting Manager, 
Dana Descavish, 2nd Deputy/Pension Benefits Health Care Administrator, Amber Hamilton, and Emily 
Krug, Internal Auditors/Accountants, Sally Martin, Accounts Payable Coordinator, and Accounting 
Assistants Pam Gelles and Robert Martin. As you review the enclosed information, I hope you find it 
interesting and we are always available to answer any questions or be of any assistance to you. Please 
refer to the County Website for further information cambriacountypa.gov.  

With All Best Wishes, 
 
 
 
 

Ed Cernic, Jr. 
Cambria County Controller 

Contact information: 
Controllers Office:  
       Phone: (814) 472-1620 
       Fax: (814) 472-5358 
Controllerôs email: 
ecernic@co.cambria.pa.us 

KRISTINE A. SEGEAR, CPA 

1st  DEPUTY CONTROLLER/SENIOR ACCOUNTING 
MANAGER 

 

 

DANA DESCAVISH 
2ND DEPUTY CONTROLLER/PENSION BENEFITS 

HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATOR 

ED CERNIC, JR.  
CONTROLLER 

 

 

Office of County Controller  
200 South Center Street  
Ebensburg, PA  15931  
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Online, Phone, and Mailed self responses will continue on a revised schedule: 
 

March 12th - October 31st     
 

Starting in July, census takers will begin interviewing households that have not 
yet responded to the 2020 Census. 

RESPOND ONLINE 
 

my2020census.gov 

Cambria County, created on March 26, 1804,  was the 41st County formed in PA and is nestled in the 
heart of the Allegheny Mountains.   Cambria County is made up of 63 
political subdivisions, consisting of the City of Johnstown, 32 boroughs 
and 30 townships with the Borough of Ebensburg being the County seat.  
In this publication as in previous publications, we will provide a brief 
history of two of Cambria Countyôs boroughs and townships, Barr 
Township and Southmont Borough, see page 8 for more information. 
 
The County has a population of approximately 144,000, based on the 
2010 Census, and covers 692 square miles.  Cambria County is a 4th class 
County. Cambria County is home to 5 colleges and universities, 14 public 
school districts and many private and parochial schools, as well as many historic sites, state parks and 
local museums.  The County currently has 697 full time and part time employees and 1,126 retirees.  

2020 CðD  E 

RESPOND BY PHONE 
 

1-844-330-2020 

We need EVERY CAMBRIA COUNTY RESIDENT to be counted in the 2020 Census. 
 

EVERY PERSON COUNTS !! 
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General Obligation Debt 

In April of 2019, the County's positive financial position allowed for the payoff of the entire $10 million Tax 
Anticipation Note issued for 2019.  This continued in 2020 with the County paying the entire $10 million Tax 
Anticipation Note off in May 2020. 
 

The Tax Anticipation Note (not included with the long term debt listed in the chart above) is issued annually 
every January by the County in order to finance current operations before the real estate tax revenues are 
collected.  The real estate tax collections are then used to retire the debt in the same year. 

 

Taxpayerôs Debt Funding 
 
The County designated 4 mills of tax 
to Debt Service in 2019.   
 
Approximately $5 million of 
Taxpayerôs dollars were used to fund 
the Countyôs Debt in 2019. 

As of December 31, 2019, the Countyôs general obligation debt was $39,310,812.     

On August 16, 2019, S&P Global Ratings revised Cambria County's bond rating from stable to positive and 
affirmed its 'BBB' long-term rating on debt.  According to the S&P report, "The positive outlook reflects the 
county's improving financial conditions, and our view that we may raise the rating within the next one-to-two 
years, potentially by multiple notches if the progression continues".  

  2016   2017   2018   2019 

04/05/08/09 Lease             360,331                317,956                271,811                221,667  

2014 GO Bond        28,620,000           25,860,000           22,965,000           19,950,000  

2015 USDA Loan               78,311                  59,226                  39,510                  19,145  

2016 A&B GO Notes        19,210,000           19,175,000           19,145,000           19,120,000  

2017 FNB Loan                       -               3,000,000                232,859                          -    

   $    48,268,642     $    48,412,182     $    42,654,180     $    39,310,812  



 

 
 

Children & Youth  
 

The PA Department of Human Services provides the 
majority of the funding for this program to provide child 
protective services to the age of 21 through counseling, in-
home, and residential services. 

State and/or Federal funds that are passed through Cambria County or released directly to the Component Unit are 
not included in the Chart above.  Behavioral Health of Cambria County is not included in the chart above because 
their County funding is comprised of State pass-through funds only. 
 

* In 2019, Cambria County designated 1 mill of tax for the Community College, 0.5 mills for the County Library, 
and 0.5 mills for Parks and Playgrounds. The dedicated tax for Parks and Playgrounds is distributed to the 
Conservation & Recreation Authority, War Memorial, North Central Recreational Center, and Duman Park. 

Children & Youth and Juvenile CourtðAnnual Expenses 

Component Units of Cambria County 

Juvenile Court 
 

The PA Department of Human Services, PA Commission on 
Crime and Delinquency, and the Juvenile Court Judges 
Commission also provide funding to administer the entire 
Juvenile Court process. 5 

TAXPAYER DOLLARS THROUGH COUNTY APPROPRIATION 

          

  2016 2017 2018 2019 

Penn Highlands Community College *  $     1,205,000   $   1,205,000   $     1,205,000   $   1,205,000  

Cambria Library Association *            625,000           615,000             615,000           615,000  

Transit Authority            597,087           644,841             788,877           695,145  

Solid Waste Management Authority            340,700           340,700             340,700           340,700  

Johnstown-Cambria County Airport            174,000           174,000             174,000           174,000  

Conservation and Recreation Authority *            200,000           155,000             162,750           166,931  

War Memorial Authority            318,000           182,000             182,000           182,000  

Planning Commission              64,200             64,200               70,000             70,000  

Redevelopment Authority              60,000             60,000             100,000           100,000  

   $     3,583,987   $   3,440,741   $     3,638,327   $   3,548,776  
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Your Real Estate Taxes ð The Countyôs Portion 

The Board of Commissioners were able to maintain the Countyôs millage of 33.5 mills for the second straight 
year.  Cambria County residents pay approximately $1,064 in local real estate taxes which includes county, 
municipal, and school district taxes on each $10,000 of assessed property value.  The following dollar bill image 
depicts on average for each dollar of real estate taxes you pay, who is receiving it.  Further, the box to the right 
shows how your County tax dollar was spent in 2019. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On average 93% of the 
Countyôs real estate taxes are 
collected during the current tax 
year with a majority or 82% of 
the taxes collected during the 
discount period.  At the end of 
2019 approximately $2.9 
million (at face) or 6.88% in 
unpaid taxes were turned over 
to the County Tax Claim 
Bureau.  The County continued 
to bill interims during 2019 
which generated an additional 
$94,000 in tax revenue.  The 
following graph depicts County 
real estate taxes collected by 
year and the County Millage 
Rate. 
 
A majority of the Countyôs 
spending (70% or $100 million) is funded by 
state and federal grants, charges for services, 
investments and other income.  

Local School District 56Â Cambria County 31Â 

Local Municipality 13Â 

 29Â  Corrections 

 24Â    
General Government & 
Business Type Activities 

 17Â  Debt Service 

 12Â  Judicial 

 8Â  Public Safety 

 6Â  Other 

 4Â  Human Services 

 $1.00    

Your County Tax Dollar 

           Millage Rates 

  2016   2017   2018  2019 

General Purposes   27.500    27.500     27.500  27.500 

Debt Service 5.000   4.500   4.000  4.000 

Community College 1.000   1.000   1.000  1.000 

County Library     0.500    0.500   0.500  0.500 

Parks & Playgrounds     0.500    0.500   0.500  0.500 

Total millage rates   34.500      34.000      33.500     33.500  

              


